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Of the 31 existing terrestrial protected areas 
(15 protected by the National Commission for 
Wildlife Conservation and Development and 
16 by partner organisations) (Llewellyn, in 
press) the unpublished literature confirmed 
the presence/persistence of wolves from 11 of 
the 15 protected areas with supporting evi=
dence for two other areas recommended for 
protected area status (i.e. Wadi Tarj and Wadi 
Turbah) (Table 1). 
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The Arabian wolf, against the odds, tena=
ciously survives throughout much of its origi=
nal distribution range in Saudi Arabia.  A lack 
of herding of domestic livestock and abundant 
and ubiquitous refuse in Saudi Arabia may 
also have contributed to the wolf’s successful 
persistence as they may achieve densities in 
relation to the available food source (White et 
al. 2008).  They suffer greatly from persecution 
with “hanging trees” – sites (often trees) tradi=
tionally used to display wolves (as well as 
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 Arabian wolf killed and displayed in a 
“hanging tree” in western Saudi Arabia. 
 
with humans (Nader and Büttiker 1980, pers. 
obs.) (Figure 2).  Notwithstanding this perse=
cution they are still viewed as numerous in 
certain inhospitable mountainous areas by 
Bedouin who often lose domestic stock to wolf 
predation (Sinibaldi et al. 2000).  Harsh moun=
tainous areas elsewhere – e.g. Mongolia – have 
higher densities of wolves and seem to offer 
wolves a continued refuge (Kaczensky et al. 
2008).  In a recent survey in the western Asir 
(An Namas/Bisha area) a relatively high en=
counter rate of 0.12 wolf carcasses per km 
(Cunningham et al. 2009) was noticed.  Else=
where, they are expected at lower densities 
and anecdotal evidence suggests that they are 
highly mobile seasonally in Saudi Arabia (S. 
Shah, pers. comm.).  The importance of estab=
lishing and maintaining protected areas (in=
cluding active enforcement thereof) in the 
mountainous areas of Saudi Arabia would not 
only benefit wolves, but also other species (e.g. 
ibex 	
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, and mountain gazelle 
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) facing a tentative existence.   
 
Wolves may be able to re=establish in areas 
where active persecution is limited such as in 
certain protected areas, as recently confirmed  
from the Ibex Reserve (approximately 180km 
south of Riyadh) in central Saudi Arabia 
(Wronski and Macasero 2008), with fresh 
tracks also found in the Mahazat as=Sayd pro=
tected area (approximately 700km west of Ri=
yadh) in central western Saudi Arabia after 
rains and calving of sand gazelle  

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 (P.L. Cunningham, unpublished 
data).  Although their distribution is not con=
tinuous (Mendelssohn 1983) such re=
establishments could be supported by large 
home range size – e.g. 22 to 60km² (Afik and 
Alkon 1983, Hefner and Geffen 1999), long 
daily movements – e.g. 10.5km maximum 
straight line (Afik and Alkon 1983) together 
with long distance dispersals – e.g. 50 and 
200km (Hefner and Geffen 1999) as reported 
from Israel. 
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The greatest threat to wolves in Saudi Arabia 
is still similar to that stated by Mendelssohn 
(1983) i.e. increased human population and 
inevitable conflict leading to active persecu=
tion, transferable canid related diseases (e.g. 
rabies) and better veterinary care of free rang=
ing domestic stock thus limiting carcasses for 
scavenging and predation.  On the other hand, 
wolves have become habituated to humans 
(Hefner and Geffen 1999) and being opportun=
Cunningham and Wronski Arabian wolf in Saudi Arabia 
4 

istic omnivorous foragers (Biquand et al. 1994, 
Hefner and Geffen 1999) with a high repro=
ductive rate (Furley 1985) may ensure their
 survival in an otherwise marginal environ=
ment. 
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Protected areas in Saudi Arabia with confirmed presence/evidence of wolves. 
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Al=Jandaliyah = = 
Al Khunfah Prey Thouless & Tatwany (1989) 
At=Taysiyah = = 
At Tubaiq Tracks Wacher & Strauss (2000) 
Farasan Islands = = 
Harrat al Harrah Live sighting Green (1986), Wacher (1993) 
Harrat 'Uwayrid Anecdotal Child & Grainger (1990) 
Ibex Reserve 
Faeces, tracks, 
prey Wronski & Macasero (2008) 
Jabal Shada Anecdotal Child & Grainger (1990) 
Mahazat as=Sayd Tracks Cunningham (unpub. data) 
Majami' al=Hadb 
Anecdotal 
Child & Grainger (1990), Llewellyn (in 
press) 
Nafud al=‘Urayq = = 
Raydah Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Saja Umm ar=Rimth Dead specimen Sher Shah (2007) 
Uruq Bani M'Arid Anecdotal Al Basri et al. (1987) 
!   
Al=Haraman ash=Sharifan Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Haram of Makkah Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Harrat Khaybar/Wadi Hadiyah Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Himma Al=Azahirah Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Himma Al=Fawqa’ Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Himma Al Humayd Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Jabal Aja’ Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Jabal Batharah/Wadi Turabah 
Anecdotal 
Gasperetti et al. (1985), Child & 
Grainger (1990), Biquand et al. (1994) 
Jabal Uthrub/Al=Balas Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Jibal Qaraqir Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Majami' al=Hadb (extension) Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Wadi ‘Iya’ Ballasmar Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Wadi Lajb/Jabal Al=Qahar Anecdotal Llewellyn (in press) 
Wadi Tarj/Jabal Jandaf Dead specimens Cunningham et al. (2009) 
 
Anecdotal = no evidence of wolves provided – only mentioned wolves from these areas.  
Prey = evidence of prey killed by wolves. 
Others = Partner Agencies, priority proposed Protected Areas & proposed Biosphere Reserves 
(NCWCD & partner agencies) 
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